FOUNDATION

» Walks calmly on a
loose lead beside
handler

« Sits and stays as
handler moves
briefly away

« Recalls reliably from

short distance on
voice or whistle

+ Retrieves short
distances,
delivering to hand

« Waits quietly for
permission before
moving

» Begins steadiness
around mild
distractions

« Settles calmly

beside handler or in

vehicle/crate

RURRY:

The 4 Stages Of Your

Gundog's Training

NOVICE

on and off lead
Holds position while
other dogs work or
dummies are
thrown

Recalls promptly on
whistle or voice
Retrieves marked
and short memory
dummies to hand
Stops cleanly on
whistle at short
range

Begins clear
left/right/back
handling cues
Hunts in small areas
with focus and
control

Waits calmly before
and after work

« Responds happily to name and recall cue
« Begins short sits and calm waits

« Walks on lead without pulling or fussing
« Starts gentle play retrieves

« Settles in crate or bed without whining

« Explores new sights and sounds with confidence

« Looks to handler for reassurance and direction

INTEEMEDIATE  ADVANCE

« Maintains heelwork « Works fully off lead

with quiet
steadiness

Takes accurate left,
right, and back
casts at distance
Retrieves
confidently over
varied ground or
natural barriers
Executes clean stop
whistle even mid-
movement

Holds focus and
patience through
longer sessions
Performs memory
and blind retrieves
with control

Hunts methodically
within range,
checking in
regularly
Transitions easily
between calm
waiting and active
work

Fully steady to shot,
fall, and other dogs
working

Handles complex
retrieves — blind,
memory,
distraction, or
obstacle

Responds instantly
to subtle directional
cues

Retrieves across
cover, water, or
challenging terrain
Hunts
independently yet
stays connected to
handler

Maintains focus and
calm under pressure
or delay

Adapts smoothly
between rest, hunt,
and retrieve
Demonstrates
maturity,
confidence, and
quiet teamwork
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